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ABERDEENSHIRE COUNCIL

PARENTS CONFERENCE
Meldrum Academy

Saturday, 25 September 2010
9.15am – 2.45pm
Programme

Aberdeenshire Parents Conference

Saturday, 25 September 2010

Meldrum Academy

9.15am - 2.45pm

Please find attached programme and workshop details for the next parents conference.  The conference is open to all parents, staff, elected members and officers.

As you are aware the theme of this year's conference is assessment and reporting and we are very pleased to have Norman Emerson, LTS and John Allan SQA as keynote speakers.  Please encourage as many people as possible to attend this event.

I would suggest that delegates book workshops as soon as possible since there has already been significant numbers registering interest.

Refreshments and a creche are provided free of charge.

Conference Programme
Meldrum Academy

Saturday, 25 September 2010

 9.15am – 2.45pm

   9.15 am
Registration


Tea/Coffee


9.30 am
Welcome


Councillor Richard Stroud, Chairman - Education, Learning & Leisure 
                         Committee


9.35 am
Musical Item


  9.45 am
Introduction


Heather Hamilton, Head of Service - Education, Learning & Leisure


9.55 am
Parental Involvement in Communication 



Derek Thompson, Headteacher, Westhill Academy



Interdisciplinary Project



Raymond Jowett, Headteacher, Aboyne Academy


10.10 am
National Assessment Resource – Background and Content


Norman Emerson, Advisor, Learning & Teaching Scotland

10.40 am
Tea/Coffee



Networking Opportunity

11.00 am
New SQA National Qualifications


John Allan, Project Officer for CfE – Scottish Qualifications Authority

11.30 am
Workshops – Session 1

  12.15 am
Workshops – Session 2
 
 1.00 pm
Lunch




Networking Opportunity

2.00pm
HMIe Presentation


Jane Lopez, District Inspector, HM Inspector of Education

   2.30 pm
National Parent Forum Update



Reid Hutchison, Aberdeenshire Representative

2.45 pm
Close
WORKSHOPS
Please see below the list of workshops available at this year’s conference.  The workshops are arranged into two sessions.  Please select a first and a second choice of workshop from each session.
Session 1
	Workshop
No
	Workshop Details

	1
	New Qualifications under Curriculum for Excellence

Your chance to get more information or ask questions about the new Scottish Qualifications Authority National Qualifications

Presenter: John Allan, Project Officer for CfE – Scottish Qualifications Authority

	2
	School Work Experience Programme
School work experience exists to form bridges between formal schooling and employment.  It has a key role in raising attainment and motivation and in improving the employability skills of young people.  It is important that young people not only have a good understanding of what is required of them to get into the labour market, but also that they gain the skills they need to succeed.

Presenter: Nahid Donald, Work Experience Coordinator

	3
	Creative approaches to engaging young people in education
Alford Academy's Princes XL programme, delivered in partnership with Community Learning & Development, develops the skills and confidence of young people through a range of projects, including citizenship and community awareness.  Skills for Work craft courses have also been developed at Alford Academy which allow young people to develop employability skills and knowledge in broad vocational areas. 

Presenter: Alistair MacLean, Support for Learning Teacher, Alford Academy

	4
	Meeting the needs of children who are on the Autistic Spectrum in a mainstream school.
This will include a brief overview of the ‘history’ of Autism.  We will show a film explaining the path that Banff PS took to gaining Accreditation with the National Autistic society (we are the only mainstream school in Scotland to have gained this).  We will also talk about the strategies and approaches we employ to support learning and social integration.

Presenters: Brenda Milne, Depute Headteacher and Jenny Stone, Headteacher, Banff Primary School


	5
	16+ Learning Choices/More Chances More Choices in Aberdeenshire – What does this mean for young people and parents/carers?
The 16+ Learning Choices and MCMC initiatives attempt to support all young people with an offer of a positive destination on transition post school.  Aberdeenshire is an early implementer and as such been pro active in increasing learning opportunities for our young people, especially those who are more vulnerable and at risk of not securing a positive destination in leaving school.  The workshop will focus on developments in Aberdeenshire, current initiatives to support the implementation and the importance of partnership working.

Presenter: Pamela Munro, 16+ Learning Choices Coordinator

	6
	The Effective Parent Council
The basics of establishing and running a Parent Council, from constitution to go running good meetings and events – and everything in-between.  

Presenters: Eleanor Coner, Communications Officer and Eileen Prior, Executive Director, Scottish Parent Teacher Council

	7
	Sex and Drugs and Sausage Rolls - An Introduction to Curriculum for Excellence, Health and Wellbeing Experiences and Outcomes
This will introduce participants to the six organisers included in Health and Wellbeing (CfE).  It will give them an overview of the current situation within our schools and the role that parents can play in supporting this area of the curriculum.
Presenters: Alison Reid and Dawn Tuckwood, Development Officers (Health & Wellbeing)

	8
	National Assessment Resource in Aberdeenshire

This workshop will provide information about assessment at early level in Curriculum for Excellence. In Curriculum for Excellence the early level covers pre-school years and Primary 1.
Presenters: Moira Lawson, Curriculum for Excellence, Aberdeenshire Council, Beth Forbes, Depute Headteacher, Alford Primary School and Susan Macdonald, Nursery Teacher, Mintlaw Primary School

	9
	National Assessment Resource in Aberdeenshire

This workshop will provide information about assessment at first level in Curriculum for Excellence.  The first level in Curriculum for Excellence runs until the end of Primary 7.

Presenters:  Norman Emerson, Advisor, Learning & Teaching Scotland and Fiona Ritchie, Teacher, Dunnottar Primary School

	10
	National Assessment Resource in Aberdeenshire

This workshop will provide information about assessment at third level in Curriculum for Excellence.  The third level covers from Secondary 1 to Secondary 3.

Presenters: Gordon Lennon, Quality Improvement Officer - Performance Management and Linda Donnelly, Faculty Head of English, Kemnay Academy


Session 2

	Workshop
No
	Workshop Details

	11
	New Qualifications under Curriculum for Excellence

Your chance to get more information or ask questions about the new Scottish Qualifications authority National qualifications

Presenter: John Allan, Project Officer for CfE – Scottish Qualifications Authority

	12
	An introduction to the Experiences and Outcomes in Literacy and English
This workshop will give an overview of the Experiences and Outcomes in Literacy and English and discuss how they are being delivered in Aberdeenshire classrooms.
Presenter: Kathryn Russell, Literacy Development Officer

	13
	Curriculum for Excellence – Numeracy and Maths
The seminar will focus on the CfE Maths and Numeracy experiences and outcomes and how they are being successfully delivered in schools across Aberdeenshire.
Presenter: Claire Thomson, Numeracy Development Officer

	14
	Protection of Vulnerable Groups Legislation

Protections of Vulnerable Groups Legislation and how it affects parents’ groups.  Workshop will provide a guide to the new legislation and how parents’ groups may be affected.
Presenters: Eleanor Coner, Communications Officer and Eileen Prior, Executive Director, Scottish Parent Teacher Council

	15
	Role of Educational Psychologist
Explanation of the role of educational psychologist with question time.

Presenter: Janette Fotheringham, Depute Principal Educational Psychologist

	16
	Unlocking Potential – How Community Learning & Development supports and inspires young people and families to become confident individuals and effective contributors.
Chicken or egg?  Since no one knows which comes first, CLD works with all family members and with communities.  Before, during and after school, CLD staff and volunteers are supporting families to e lifelong learners and to create stronger communities.  Our adult learning work supports parents with their reading, writing or parenting skills, so that they can become role models as successful learners for their children.  Our Youth Work gives young people the skills to be confident members of their community, whether making the transition from primary to secondary, becoming volunteers or award winners, or contributing their voice to local decisions.  This workshop gives a snapshot for the opportunities we can offer to both parents and young people.

Presenter: Community, Learning & Development Team

	17
	Childcare 4 All
Being able to include a child with additional support needs into a nursery, playgroup, childminder or similar setting proves to be of benefit to the child, their peers, the provider and the parents.  Many parents or providers can be unsure of how to achieve inclusion.  We are here to help!  The workshop will look at assessing the needs of the child, how we work alongside parents and staff and plan to achieve long term positive outcomes for all.

Presenter: Ben Hobbs, Service Manager for Capability Scotland Aberdeenshire Children’s Services.

	18
	The PASS Initiative

PASS is Alford Academy’s Parental Study Support Initiative which began with the idea of getting parents of senior pupils more directly involved in supporting their youngsters in their studies.  So successful was this pilot study that the school has now expanded the initiative to include all parents and has planned for PASS evenings as annual events in the School Calendar.

Presenters: Anne Bell, Depute Headteacher and Jan Holt, PT Business Education and Computing, Alford Academy

	19
	National Assessment Resource in Aberdeenshire

This workshop will provide information about assessment at early level in Curriculum for Excellence.  In Curriculum for Excellence the early level covers pre-school years and Primary 1.
Presenter: Moira Lawson, Curriculum for Excellence, Aberdeenshire Council, Beth Forbes, DHT Alford Primary School and Susan Macdonald, Nursery Teacher, Mintlaw Primary School

	20
	National Assessment Resource in Aberdeenshire

This workshop will provide information about assessment at first level in Curriculum for Excellence.  The first level in Curriculum for Excellence runs until the end of Primary 7.
Presenters: Norman Emerson, Advisor, Learning & Teaching Scotland and Fiona Ritchie, Teacher, Dunnottar Primary School

	21
	National Assessment Resource in Aberdeenshire

This workshop will provide information about assessment at third level in Curriculum for Excellence.  The third level covers from Secondary 1 to Secondary 3.
Presenters: Gordon Lennon, Quality Improvement Officer - Performance Management and Linda Donnelly, Faculty Head of English,  Kemnay Academy


Displays

ASPECTS – Graham Bruce

Childcare Partnership

Childcare at Home
Library/Museum Service

Out of Schools Club
Letterbox
English As An Additional Language 
Scottish Qualifications Authority
Library and Information Services
Determined to Succeed in Aberdeenshire

Review of Drug, Alcohol & Tobacco Education

PARENT COUNCIL CONFERENCE

   
       Saturday, 25 September 2010
  
       9.15 am – 2.45 pm
PARENT REGISTRATION FORM

Personal Details

Please complete name and job title as you would wish it to appear on your delegate badge.

	Name
	

	School/Nursery
	

	Address


	

	Telephone No
	

	Email Address
	

	Dietary/Access Needs
	


	Creche Details
	

	Name(s)
	

	Age(s)
	

	Special Requirements
	


Workshops

Please indicate which workshops you would like to attend and enter in order of preference.  

	Session 1
	Workshop No
	Workshop Title

	1 
	
	

	2 
	
	

	Session 2
	Workshop No
	Workshop Title

	1
	
	

	2
	
	


THIS EVENT IS FREE AND INCLUDES; Tea/coffee on arrival, morning tea/coffee and scones and lunch – soup, sandwiches, fruit

	Please return your completed registration form to:

Shona Murray, Banff & Buchan Education Office, St Leonards, Sandyhill Road, BANFF AB45 1TA
OR
Email completed form to:  parental.involvement@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
by Friday, 17 September 2010
Please Book Early to Avoid Disappointment
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