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Welcome: Session 2014 - 2015
Welcome to the first Strichen School Newsletter of the new session. We hope that everyone had a good summer and enjoyed some rest and relaxation. We would like to extend a special welcome to our new Primary 1 pupils and Nursery pupils who have started with us this session.

Staffing:

We start this session with five classes in the primary and a full class in the nursery. We have the same staff as last session and this is great for continuity and we look forward to another busy year.
Head Teacher:
Mr Jenkins
Nursery:

Mrs Dunbar/Mrs Hendry

Primary 1/2:

Mrs Gibb/Mrs Taylor

Primary 2/3:

Mrs Noble

Primary 4/5:

Mrs Veitch

Primary 5/6:

Miss Cruden

Primary 6/7:

Miss Clark

SfL Teacher:

Mrs Marshall
Visiting specialists in school this term:

Drama (Mon PM)
Mrs Potts-Viallettes
Music  (Wed)
      
Mrs McColl
PE       (Thurs)
Mr Witt

MLPS  (Fri am)
Mrs Lynch

Parent Interviews/ Open Afternoon:

The school will hold an ‘Open Afternoon’ on Monday 6th October for parents to come in and see the children at work. Parent interviews will be held that week for all pupils. Interviews for primary pupils will take place on Tuesday 7th and Wednesday 8th October. These interviews will give you the opportunity to discuss your child’s progress over the term. More information will be sent home nearer the time. However, please feel free to contact the school at any time if you have any issues you would like to discuss regarding your child.

Nursery Interviews will be held in November.

Absence from School: 
Aberdeenshire Council’s Education, Learning and Leisure Department have issued advice on monitoring pupil absence. To help ensure pupil safety we will check all pupil absences if we do not know why they are not in school. Class teachers will take the register each morning and afternoon as usual and any unexplained absences will be noted. The office will then contact the parent to confirm that the pupil is absent from school and is safe. 

We would ask that if you know your child is to be absent from school for a particular 
reason that you notify the school either in writing or by phone prior to the day they will be absent.  

If your child is to be absent due to illness we would ask that you phone the school between 8.45 and 9.15am so that office staff do not have to try and contact you during the morning to confirm why your child is absent.


Termly Class Newsletters: 
Class Teachers will shortly send home the first of the ‘Termly Class Newsletter’ giving you details of some of the things your children will be learning about this term and a note of the days they will have homework, gym and other regular activities. We hope these newsletters are both helpful and informative and help share a little of the learning your children will be doing.

Merit System 
We will be continuing with our annual Merit System to encourage hard work and good behaviour in school. Pupils are able to earn Merit Points on a weekly basis and certificates will be handed out to the children at a variety of times through the year to recognise the points they have earned.
Head Lice: 
From time to time outbreaks of head lice do appear. It would be very helpful if you could let us know if your child has head lice so that we are able to inform the rest of the class if more than 25% of the pupils in a class have it. You can find out more information by visiting this website below.

http://www.healthscotland.com/uploads/documents/17540HeadLiceInfoForParents.pdf
Influenza Vaccinations Programme:

Pupils in the school are going to be offered a flu vaccination in November. The nasal vaccine will be administered by the School Nurse for the Mintlaw Network. Consent forms will soon be sent home to all families. They will have to be returned to the school so that plans for carrying out the programme can be put in place. At present we are scheduled to have the vaccinations administered on Wednesday 26th November.
Northern textiles- Textile Recyling:

Just a reminder that if you are having a clear out we do have a bin in the playground for  collecting old clothes, shoes, handbags, sheets, curtains and towels. They do not collect pillows, duvets or cushions! We receive a small amount for each load collected. 

Class work  ‘In and around Strichen’:

Classes quite often go out and about the village as part of their class work. However, some opportunities for enhancing lessons are missed due to the fact that a letter has not been sent home informing you of a planned visit. We would like to ask your permission at the start of the session for your child to be taken out into the village if it is felt it would aid the learning taking place in the class. Where possible you will be informed beforehand but when an opportunity presents itself we would like to be able to make the most of this. We have attached a permission letter along with this newsletter and would appreciate it if you could complete it and return it to school as soon as possible.

New Pupils to School:

We are delighted to have 17 new pupils starting in the nursery and 15 new pupils starting in P1 this year. The P1 pupils will be phased in to full days over the next two weeks. Parents will be invited to come along with their child and try out the school lunches on Wednesday 27th or Thursday 28th August. A letter with more information will be sent home in due course to those families with children in P1.

School Newsletters:

School Newsletters are put home on a regular basis to help keep families informed of events and activities going on at school. Some may contain a lot of information at one time while others are specific to one event or item that has to be shared with families. 

We are often told that people had not been told about events or news because they did not get the newsletter! The eldest child in each family is given any newsletters to take home and we often find copies of these right at the bottom of their school bags weeks later!

It is our intention to still send out paper copies of newsletters for the time being but we would like to look at trialling emailing these to parents. At least this way you would know to look in their school bag if they have not given you the newsletter they were asked to take home. By providing a paper copy you would also have a copy of 

any return slip that would have to be sent back to school.

So we can ensure everyone receives an electronic copy of the newsletters can we ask that you help us check our mailing list by writing your email address on the return slip attached to this newsletter.
Entry to school in the morning
This year the Scottish Government have increased the numbers of nursery hours to 600 hours instead of 450 hours over the session.
This means that all school nurseries have had to extend their sessions and change their times. Our new nursery times will be:

Start: 8.45am       Finish:   11.55am
This means that the entry door for pupils will be open from 8.45am to allow nursery parents to take their children in to nursery.

Pupils in Primary 1 – 7 will not be allowed access to their classes at this time. They should still wait outside and line up when the bell goes as normal. Pupils requiring lunch tickets will be able to do so between 8.50 am– 9.00am as normal. However, they should not be going through to their classes as teachers are busy preparing for the day. 
The corridor down to the nursery is very congested at the start and end of the day and it is important that we can get nursery parents and pupils in and out to the nursery first before the pupils come in.
Dates for your diary!

Session 2014 – 2015

Term 1

Tuesday 19th August – Friday 10th October

Term 2

Monday 27th October –Friday 19th December 

In-Service: Monday 17th & Tuesday 18th  

                  November

Term 3

Monday 5th January – Thursday 2nd April

Mid-Term: 

Friday 13th & Monday 16th February

In-Service: Tuesday 17th & Wednesday 18th
                  February

Term 4

Monday 20th April – Friday 3rd July

May Day
:  
Monday 4th May

Local Holiday:
Monday 1st June

Term 1:

Wed 27th Aug: School Lunch visit for P1 

                        pupils and parent.
Thur 28th Aug: School Lunch visit for P1 

                        pupils and parent.
Wed 3rd   Sept: P1’s start whole days
Tues 9th Sept:  Tempest Photographer

Individual & Family Group Photos
Mon 6th Oct:
Open Afternoon 1.30 – 3.00pm

Tues 7th Oct:
Parent Interviews  3.30 – 5.30pm

Wed 8th Oct:
Parent Interviews  4.00 – 6.30pm

Fri 10th Oct:
Last Day of the term

Mon 27th Oct: Term 2 begins

Mon 17th Nov: In-Service Day (Pupils off)

Tues 18th Nov:In-Service Day (Pupils off)

Some of these dates may change and there will obviously be additions to this list as the term goes on and you will be notified of these in due course. 

RETURN SLIP
Class Work ‘In and Around Strichen’                                                     Session 2014 - 2015
From time to time your child’s class teacher may want to take their class out into the village as part of their class work.

Each class will visit Strichen Library on a monthly basis.

At times classes may go out into the village without prior notification.

I give my permission for my child(ren) to take part in class activities out with the school grounds in the village. I understand that we will not always be notified prior to each outing.

Name:   ………………………………………………………………………
Signed: ……………………………………………………………………….
Date:    ………………….

Child: …………………………………………………Class: ………….

Child: …………………………………………………Class: ………….
Child: …………………………………………………Class: ………….         
School Newsletter by Email

We you would like to send school newsletters by email to keep you up to date with what is going on at the school. Please verify your email address (you may add more than one if both parents would like to receive the Newsletter.)
Email address: 
………………………………………………………………………………
Additional email:

Name: ……………………………………………………………………..

Email address: 
………………………………………………………………………………

(Please write this very clearly so that we can easily add it to a mailing list)
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